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Individuals, societies, economics and environments are highly connected by intricate, dynamic 
networks.  Events in one part of such networks can have unexpected, profound effects in other 
parts.  To understand and manage large systems, we need to deepen our understanding of the 
fundamental phenomena at play, and to build tools that help us to plan and influence the complex 
behaviours that emerge. 
 
The Centre will assemble a critical mass of researchers from a range of disciplines and 
institutions to undertake research on questions fundamental to understanding and managing 
large, complex systems.  The focus will be on the investigations of dynamic networks of 
interacting agents (e.g. a flock of birds, or the problem of air traffic control) and emergent 
properties (e.g. booms and busts in economic activity).  A special focus of the Centre will be the 
application of its research findings by other researchers. 
 


