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Payments for environmental services (PES) such as fire management have potential to provide employment to 

indigenous people managing land that has previously been thought to hold no commercial value. In so doing it 

could transform the economies of the very remote parts of Australia where indigenous people live. For these 

schemes to work, however, greater understanding is required not only of the willingness of society to pay for 

environmental services in northern Australia but also of the perceptions of the indigenous people who are providing 

these services. Choice modelling can (1) quantify values of different environmental services in different sectors of 

society and (2) help allocate the payments for environmental services efficiently.
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