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Sexual violence causes long term health and economic costs.  One Australian study estimates the fiscal cost to victims and 

the community as 230m dollars per year. The trauma of the assault is often compounded by police investigative processes 

that victims find alienating and demeaning. Eliminating significant barriers to police reporting and creating a more just criminal 

response is essential. Sexual assault is recognised globally as a Human Rights issue that is receiving increasing attention by 

governments in Australia. This project will result in the implementation of a policing model that advances the rights and 

welfare of victims therefore contributing an important step in ameliorating some of the documented health consequences.
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