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Western Australia

Edith Cowan University

LP0883936 Dr AL Hinwood; Prof J Odland; Dr J Heyworth; Dr RK Symons; Prof N de Klerk

Assessing maternal exposure to persistent toxic substances and risk of adverse birth 

outcomes.

Approved 

Project Title

2008 :

2009 :

2010 :

2011 :

$  19,386

$  44,646

$  38,074

$  12,813

Primary RFCD 3212 PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES

1APA(I) Award(s):

Arctic Assessment and Monitoring Program

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Edith Cowan University

There are numerous sources of persistent toxic substances (PTS) and due to their long half life in the environment 

they can increase in concentration over time, increasing the risks of human exposure. Australia is a signatory to the 

Stockholm Convention and this project both assists in the meeting Australia's obligations but also addresses the 

important subject of the relationship between environment, health and risk.  The study will be the first of its type to 

systematically measure maternal exposure and link the risk of adverse birth outcomes. It will significantly improve 

our ability to assess the impact of chemicals on health.  It will also provide benchmark information for a use in 

national standard setting and policy development.
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