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Western Australia

Murdoch University

LP100200548 Dr Dorothy H Goulding, Prof Craig A McGarty

Approved 

Project Title

Social auditing for positive change and indigenous life-world experiences in the resource 

rich Pilbara

2010 $23,964.50

2011 $48,377.00

2012 $49,273.50

2013 $24,861.00

2014

2015

Primary FoR 1608 SOCIOLOGY

Partner/Collaborating Organisation(s)

Ngarluma And Yindjibarndi Foundation

Administering Organisation

Project Summary

Murdoch University

Roebourne is an impoverished Indigenous community in the heart of the booming resource industries of the 

Pilbara. The town symbolises the challenges and opportunities for contemporary Australia. This project has been 

initiated by the Ngarluma and Yjindibarndi Peoples and will be co-funded and directed by these Peoples. The 

Project will adapt and extend approaches developed by Indigenous communities in Canada to record the needs, 

hopes and ambitions of the people of the Roebourne region and in doing so document their solutions to real and 

significant problems. The project does not just enable consultation with an Indigenous community rather it helps 

create a platform for that community, if it chooses, to make decisions for the future.

LP100200808 Prof Giles E Hardy, Dr Treena I Burgess, Dr Paul A Barber, Asst Prof Pieter Poot, Dr Li Li, Dr 

Frank R Honey, Dr Christopher P Dunne

Approved 

Project Title

Is water deficit the predisposing factor associated with Agonis flexuosa (WA peppermint) 

decline in Western Australia?

2010 $35,000.00

2011 $75,000.00

2012 $80,000.00

2013 $40,000.00

2014

2015

Primary FoR 0607 PLANT BIOLOGY

APAI  1

Partner/Collaborating Organisation(s)

Department of Environment and Conservation, Western Australia, SATTERLEY PROPERTY GROUP PTY LTD, 

SpecTerra Services Pty Ltd

Administering Organisation

Project Summary

Murdoch University

The incidence and severity of tree decline across species is now widespread in southern Western Australia. There 

is increasing concern about their management by agencies, landowners and the community, due to the loss of 

aesthetics, biodiversity and ecosystem services. This project will provide remote sensing tools to monitor 

peppermint health and relate declines to abiotic and biotic factors. An understanding of how water abstraction for 

urban development and declining rainfall predispose trees to decline, and the application of thinning regimes, 

fungicides and nutrient implants will provide potential tools  to the wider community that can be used to manage 

tree health.
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LP100200380 Prof Dr Goen E Ho, Dr Ralf Cord-Ruwisch

Approved 

Project Title

Immobilized biocatalysts on selected filter media to control odour emissions from 

wastewater treatment and composting facilities

2010 $40,000.00

2011 $70,000.00

2012 $60,000.00

2013 $30,000.00

2014

2015

Primary FoR 1002 ENVIRONMENTAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

APAI  1

Partner/Collaborating Organisation(s)

Southern Metropolitan Regional Council, Water Corporation of WA

Administering Organisation

Project Summary

Murdoch University

Odour is one of the common problems faced by wastewater and solid waste industries as a result of public 

complaints about poor local air quality. Although odour removal technologies exist, they encounter a number of 

problems. The lack of harsh chemicals required for the proposed technology means there is no wastewater stream 

to treat. This will have an impact on the reduction of chemicals disposed to the environment, preventing 

unnecessary contamination of land and water resources. The lower space requirement of the technology will free 

up land, formerly required for large biofilters, for other uses including civic amenities.

LP100200267 Prof John G Howieson, Dr Kemanthi G Nandasena, A/Prof Graham W O'Hara, Prof Dr Ann M 

Hirsch

Approved 

Project Title

The Betaproteobacteria: could they play a key role in nitrogen fixation on infertile soils 

with legumes adapted to climate change?

2010 $25,000.00

2011 $50,000.00

2012 $50,000.00

2013 $25,000.00

2014

2015

Primary FoR 0703 CROP AND PASTURE PRODUCTION

APAI  1

Partner/Collaborating Organisation(s)

Alosca Pty Ltd, Department of Agriculture and Food WA

Administering Organisation

Project Summary

Murdoch University

Microbial biosecurity is often overlooked when introducing agricultural species to Australia. As we research new 

legume species to make our $44 billion agricultural industries robust in the face of a changing climate, we need to 

be aware of the implications of the associated introduction of (beneficial) microbes. By exploring the globe for plants 

from regions that already have the climate we are transitioning towards, we have discovered new perennial forage 

legumes from which we can build a robust agriculture in the arid regions of southern Australia. This will have 

enormous national benefit in rural regions. This project will research the essential microbial inoculants associated 

with these new plants.
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LP100200014 A/Prof Susan A Moore, Prof Betty V Weiler, A/Prof David Newsome, Prof Ross H Taplin, A/Prof 

Edward J Hall, Mr Dino Zanon, Dr Amanda Smith

Approved 

Project Title

Promoting and managing national parks into the 21st century

2010 $35,000.00

2011 $68,500.00

2012 $68,500.00

2013 $35,000.00

2014

2015

Primary FoR 0502 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT

Partner/Collaborating Organisation(s)

Department of Environment and Conservation, Western Australia, Parks Forum Ltd, Parks Victoria

Administering Organisation

Project Summary

Murdoch University

National parks protect two thirds of Australia's biodiversity. If society does not regard parks as important, 

biodiversity loss through neglect is inevitable. This project aims to improve our understanding of the place of parks 

in society. Methods from marketing research, assessing and shifting the 'market position' of parks and managing 

the quality of visitors' experiences in parks to increase visitor loyalty, will be refined and applied in two Australian 

states; Victoria and Western Australia. The project will build on and improve theories, methodologies and 

instruments for positioning and managing parks and visitors to parks in these two states and beyond, to achieve 

better knowledge and support for parks in 21st century society.
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