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The ARC

• Statutory Agency established 2001

• Fund direct costs to Universities and partners

• Projects, fellows and infrastructure ($<5 M)

• All disciplines except clinical medicine and dentistry 

(with the exception of the new Future Fellowships)

National Competitive Grants Program

Approx $700M in 09–10

Discovery

$379.1 M
Linkage

$290.8 M

Evaluation and 

Policy

Excellence in 

Research for 

Australia

$9.6M
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Do we have a problem?
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Scheme Female Male

Unfunded

(no.)

Funded

(no.)

Funded

(%)

Unfunded

(no.)

Funded

(no.)

Funded

(%)

Discovery 8096 2292 22 22864 8061 26

Federation 

Fellows

65 8 11 489 75 13

LIEF 668 735 52 3132 3674 54

Linkage 2577 2073 45 6193 5275 46

Success Rates
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What are we doing?

•Replaced “track record” with 

“research opportunity and 

performance evidence”

–Describe opportunities for research 

and any interruptions

•More women (dilemma re 

workload) and “open minded” 

men on committees

•Ease restrictions on fellowships 

(PT, longer entry periods)
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Send stronger messages to 

potential applicants to stimulate 

more applications
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Cornell   ~ 1931
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• >30 years after initial research 

on controlling elements of 

genes

• Work done in plants (not 

animals or humans)

• Woman without tenure 

• #7 in sciences

• Science took a long time to 

catch up (communication?)

• Sole winner

• Published relatively few 

papers

Barbara McClintock 

Nobel Prize 

Physiology and Medicine 1983
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• “The Dept of Botany does not wish to 

reappoint her, chiefly because they 

realise her interest is entirely in 

research .........; partly as she was not 

entirely successful as a teacher of 

undergraduate work. The Department 

obviously prefers a less gifted person 

who will accept a large amount of 

routine duty.ò

• Weaver on McClintock 1933


