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Guide to the report

STRUCTURE

This annual report documents the performance of

the Australian Research Council (ARC) for the

year ended 30 June 2004.The report is structured

as follows:

> Section 1: The year in review—includes the

highlights of the year, an introduction by the

Chairman and the Chief Executive Officer’s

review.A brief summary of the strategic

environment, particularly research policy

developments, is also provided.

> Section 2: ARC overview—provides an overview

of the agency, including its mission, objectives,

legislative basis, role, organisational structure and

membership of the ARC Board.This section

also describes the outcome and output structure

of the ARC (as outlined in the Portfolio Budget

Statements 2003–04) and its relationship to the

ARC strategic plan.

> Section 3: Report on performance—provides a

report on the performance of the ARC against

the performance indicators identified in the

Portfolio Budget Statements 2003–04 and the

ARC Strategic Action Plan 2003–05. Reporting

in this section is structured around the ARC’s

seven key areas of activity: discovery, linkage,

research training and careers, research

infrastructure, priority setting, community

awareness and governance.An overview of the

performance reporting framework used in this

report is also provided.

> Section 4: Management and accountability—

provides a report on the management and

accountability issues as specified in the

Requirements for Annual Reports1.The issues

include corporate governance; external scrutiny;

people management; purchasing policy; assets

management; consultancies, competitive

tendering and contracting; and implementation

of the Commonwealth Disability Strategy.

> Section 5: Financial management—comprises a

discussion of the agency’s financial performance

and the audited Financial Statements for

2003–04.

> Section 6: Appendices—contains other

information to support the contents of the

report, including additional information about

the ARC’s National Competitive Grants

Program, lists of media releases and publications,

a description of current international agreements

between the ARC and overseas agencies,

membership of the ARC Board and its

committees and staff statistics. Information

required under specific legislation (‘other

mandatory information’) is also provided.

The final section of the report (Section 7) contains

a list of figures and tables, abbreviations and

acronyms, a glossary of terms, details of the ARC-

funded research projects featured in the report, the

compliance index and the alphabetical index.
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1 Requirements for Annual Reports for Departments, Executive Agencies and FMA Act Bodies, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet,
June 2004



CONTACT

For more information about this report please

contact:

Simon Sedgley

Director, Policy and Planning Section

Australian Research Council

GPO Box 2702

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Telephone: (02) 6284 6630

Facsimile: (02) 6284 6601

Email: simon.sedgley@arc.gov.au

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

This report is available on the ARC’s website at

<www.arc.gov.au/publications/default.htm>.

Requests for hard copies of the report can be made

to the ARC Communications Manager (email:

communications@arc.gov.au).

Further information

Additional information about the ARC and its

activities can be found on the ARC’s website at

<www.arc.gov.au>.A copy of the Minister for

Education, Science and Training’s 2003–04

Portfolio Budget Statements (which include a

section on the ARC) can be found on the website

of the Department of Education, Science and Training

at <www.dest.gov.au//budget/Default2003.htm>.
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