
Redactions applied s22(1)b) and s47F personal privacy



Research Conduct 

It is important to note that the investigations required by the ARC under the Notice of Suspension are 
being conducted under the University’s research integrity procedures. This section of the letter sets 
out why this is the case and provides an update on the required investigations.  

The Notice of Suspension contained information raising potential breaches of the Macquarie 
University Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (Macquarie Research Code) by an employee 
of the University. It was therefore necessary and appropriate to consider the matters raised in the 
notice under the Macquarie Research Code and its associated procedure.  

On consideration of the information in the Notice of Suspension, the University determined, as per the 
Macquarie Research Code, that a Preliminary Assessment (PA) should be commenced. This means 
that matters raised in the Notice of Suspension are being treated as a complaint under the University’s 
research integrity procedures.  At this time, the scope of the complaint covers the areas referred to in 
the Notice of Suspension as A, B and C. 

The PA has been allocated to an experienced Assessment Officer (AO) from the Macquarie University 
Research Integrity Office (RIO). The process for this PA follows the Macquarie University Research 
Code Complaints, Breaches and Investigation Procedure (Macquarie Research Code Procedure) 
(Clause 3.2).  

The AO is currently collating and evaluating facts and information that have been obtained from a 
variety of sources. The AO identified certain facts and/or information which needs to be obtained from, 
or clarified with, Dr Abdel-Fattah as the Chief Investigator. The University expects a response from the 
Chief Investigator on or before 9 May 2025.  

Some aspects of the complaint appear to relate to a specific qualitative research method proposed in 
the Grant Application. The specifics of this methodological approach requires external expertise to 
assist the University to understand the complaint within the applicable field of research and the array 
of possible methodological approaches. The University has identified suitable international experts 
and confirmed their availability to provide this assistance.  

Clause 3.2(e) of the Macquarie Research Code Procedure requires the PA report to be considered by 
an officer of the University and a determination made as to next steps. The University is seeking the 
experts’ report as soon as possible. However, as the ARC would appreciate, the timing of the report is 
subject to other commitments of the experts. As further information becomes available, the University 
will provide the ARC with an expected date for the experts’ report.   

Confidentiality 

As the ARC will appreciate, confidentiality in research integrity matters is of central importance to the 
process. However, the University also appreciates that it has obligations under the Grant Agreement 
following the Notice of Suspension and the ARC’s requirement for investigations to be conducted.  

While the Macquarie Research Code and Macquarie Research Procedure are publicly available 
documents, other information in this letter regarding the PA and steps taken to date are strictly 
confidential and has been provided to the ARC both as an update to steps taken following the Notice 
of Suspension and on the basis that the ARC is the complainant in the research integrity process. The 
University asks that the ARC does not disclose the information in this letter to any other person.  



The University is conscious that there has been significant public interest in this matter. The University 
would be happy to discuss what information may be able to be publicly discussed in the context of our 
respective privacy and confidentiality obligations, should that assist the ARC.  

Yours sincerely, 

Professor Sakkie Pretorius 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) 
Macquarie University 




