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c. your email to the ARC dated 2 December 2024;

d. Dr Ross McLennan’s, email to the ARC dated 3 February 2025;

e. The aforementioned meeting held via Microsoft Teams on 4 February 2025 between

the ARC and Macquarie University; and

f. the site visit conducted by two Senior Executive Service officers from the ARC, with

yourself, , and Dr Ross McLennan, from Macquarie University, at

Macquarie University’s North Ryde campus on 5 February 2025 (Site Visit).

Suspension 

5. The ARC believes there are serious concerns relating to compliance with the Grant

Agreement in respect of the Grant (including those described further below) that require

one or more investigations to be undertaken. Accordingly, the ARC issues this notice of

suspension pursuant to clause 35.2.2 of the Grant Agreement.

6. Subject to this notice, the ARC directs that Macquarie University immediately suspend

further performance of the Activity (as defined in the Grant Agreement) in relation to the

Grant (Suspension).

7. The Suspension will remain in effect until the ARC issues a further written notice to

Macquarie University, directing that the Activity is to recommence in accordance with the

Grant Agreement, or the Grant comes to an end (including, potentially, by our exercise of

further rights under the Grant Agreement).

8. For clarity:

a. by this notice, Macquarie University is directed to suspend all activity related to the

Grant, including all expenditure of Grant funds;

b. during the Suspension, the ARC will withhold all further payments of previously

approved Grant funds;

c. Macquarie University may, despite the Suspension, perform specific parts of the

Activity that fall under the Suspension only if the ARC provides prior, express, written

approval;

d. the Suspension applies irrespective of any suspension or similar activities that

Macquarie University might itself have implemented, or might implement in the

future;

e. the Suspension does not extend or apply to any other grants given or administered

under the Grant Agreement and their Activities that are not Grant FT220100427

(Other Grants);
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f. Macquarie University must continue to comply with its obligations under the Grant

Agreement in respect of the Other Grants;

g. Macquarie University must continue to comply with its obligations under the Grant

Agreement in relation to the Grant and the Activity that do not amount to performance

of the Activity (e.g. reporting to the ARC, and providing information as requested by

the ARC, in accordance with the Grant Agreement); and

h. the ARC reserves all of its rights under the Grant Agreement, including to exercise

further rights under the Grant Agreement while the Suspension is in effect.

Serious Concerns 

A. Application of ARC-Supplied Grant Funds

9. On 30 January 2025, The Australian reported that Dr Abdel-Fattah made the following

statement at the Queensland University of Technology’s National Symposium on Unifying

Anti-Racist Research and Action held on 23–24 January 2025 (QUT Symposium):

I look for ways to bend rules, and refuse and subvert them… 

Part of my funding is to hold a traditional academic conference, and I thought, “No, I’m 

not going to do that…” 

10. These statements could be interpreted as suggesting that Grant funding provided by the

ARC to Macquarie University in relation to research to be conducted by Dr Abdel-Fattah is

potentially being consciously applied in a manner that is not consistent with the purposes

for which that funding was provided.

11. During the Site Visit, the ARC’s representatives made enquiries in relation to the processes

that Macquarie University has in place to manage and ensure Grant funds are applied for

the purposes for which they were provided. Macquarie University’s representatives spoke

broadly about the university’s financial management practices in relation to ARC-funded

grants. Macquarie University was not, at that time, in a position to fully demonstrate to the

ARC what specific systems and processes it has in place to manage the Grant, and as a

result, confirm that all Grant funds have been applied in accordance with the approved

project scope. The ARC therefore considers it necessary and appropriate to afford

Macquarie University sufficient time to take steps to demonstrate this.

12. The Grant Agreement requires that:

a. Macquarie University ensures that the project described in the Grant Offer is

implemented in accordance with the Grant Agreement, and within the broad structure

of the proposed ‘Project Cost’ contained in the application (cl A2.2.1);
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ii. notify the ARC in accordance with the Research Policy of any preliminary

assessment or investigation into potential breaches of the Research Code that are

related to conflicts of interest (cl 10.2(b)); and

iii. otherwise notify the ARC (cl 10.3(a)).

21. The application for the Grant describes the project as being a study of:

a neglected but constitutive part of Australia’s social movement history: Arab/Muslin 

Australian social justice activism. It aims to recover previously untapped oral histories 

and rare archival collections of Arab/Muslim Australian activities working in anti-racism, 

anti-war and feminist social movements from the 1970s to date.  

22. During 2024 and up to the date of this notice, Dr Abdel-Fattah made a significant number

of widely publicised statements in relation to contemporary geopolitical events.4 Media

outlets also have reported that on 26 April 2024, Dr Abdel-Fattah led a protest at the

University of Sydney and involved children in that protest.

23. The ARC acknowledges that researchers are and should be free to voice their own political

views and to undertake lawful activities in a personal capacity in furtherance of those

political views. In particular circumstances, however, a significant risk of a conflict of

interest may arise if a researcher is engaging in political activism in the same, or an area

that overlaps with, the area that they are (publicly funded) to research.5

24. In such cases, noting the challenges that may arise in clearly separating the researcher’s

personal interests from their research, it is anticipated that well-developed, robust, and

proactive management strategies need to be applied by the responsible administering

organisation to manage conflict of interest risks.

25. On 12 November 2024, I wrote to Macquarie University seeking:

a. information from Macquarie University about the extent to which Dr Abdel-Fattah’s

attendance at the protest at the University of Sydney related to the Grant or the

Activity; and

b. confirmation and assurances as to whether appropriate ethics and other approvals were

in place.

26. By an email from yourself in response dated 2 December 2024, you advised that:

Dr Abdel Fattah attended the protest at the University of Sydney campus, which included 

children, in a private capacity. This activity was not part of, or in any way linked, to the 

4 We do not reproduce any of those statements in this notice. However, we note that as at the date of this notice, 

many of those statements are readily accessible on Dr Abdel-Fattah’s X and Instagram social media platforms. 

Those platforms also contain other statements that Dr Abdel-Fattah herself has either commented on, or ‘shared’. 
5 See, ARC Conflict of Interest and Confidentiality Policy section 2.2.  

7 of 11









OFFICIAL: SENSITIVE 

+61 2 6287 6600
CEO@arc.gov.au
arc.gov.au

Level 2, 11 Lancaster Place 
Canberra Airport ACT 2609 

GPO Box 2702, Canberra ACT 2601 

OFFICIAL: SENSITIVE 

I further acknowledge that, at a general level, the ARC has not to-date experienced significant 

concerns in relation to other ARC-funded projects administered by Macquarie University.  

The ARC is issuing this notice, and making its enquiries in relation to the Grant, consistently 

with its functions under, and the objects of, the Australian Research Council Act 2001 (Cth).  

The ARC is committed to working productively with Macquarie University in relation to this 

matter, and the administration of ARC-funded projects generally.    

The ARC reserves all of its rights in respect of this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Richard Johnson 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 
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