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F1220100427 Arab/Muslim Australian Social Movements since the 1970s: a hidden history 215,000.00 202,000.00 195,000.00 190,000.00 802,000.00

Abdel-Fattah, Dr Randa

This project will be the first study of a neglected but constitutive part of Australia’s social movement
history: Arab/Muslim Australian social justice activism. It aims to recover previously untapped oral
histories and rare archival collections of Arab/Muslim Australian activists working in anti-racism,
anti-war and feminist social movements from the 1970s to date. Expected outcomes include new
knowledge about how this activist community has struggled against external systems and internal
conflicts to build a socially just future in multicultural Australia. Anticipated social and cultural
benefits include a greater understanding of the transformative activism of communities whose
movement work is often relegated to the margins.

National Interest Test Statement

In a world characterised by vast inequalities, we are witnessing urgent local and global debates on how marginalised communities can work together across social justice movements. The project aims to investigate how
Arab/Muslim Australian activists, working in anti-racism, anti-war and feminist social movements from the 1970s to date, have mobilised a range of diverse groups (such as Indigenous activists) to establish partnerships that
impact local, national and global politics. Through a public exhibition that will tour Australian museums, an open-access website and writing workshops with marginalised communities, the project will demonstrate the
importance of social justice activism as part of Australia’s history and how it shaped Australia’s current democratic and political culture. The study will provide significant social and cultural benefits to members of the wider
Australian community by offering a roadmap for how contemporary minority communities can work to build a socially just future in multicultural Australia and negotiate the politics of exclusion and inclusion and nurture united

relationships.



